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From the Desk of Mayor Brunello
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Despite being an unusual
year for all of us, our finances
remain positive. Due to
premium refunds and dividends of $941K from the
Bureau of Workman's Compensation, our General Fund
revenues increased by $250K.
With that being said, our income tax collections
were down approximately $330K, which was better
than projected. We are fortunate to have a diverse
and stable employer base which helped reduce the
employment loss in our community during the
pandemic. Our General Fund balance was still a
healthy $7.6M. Recently, Council passed a $14.5M
general operating expense budget for 2021 which
is about $488K more than last year's proposed
budget.
As the city’s debt service costs continue to drop, I
along with City Council are in the process of
pursuing an $8.5M bond. The new bond will allow
us to pay off our current $1.75M one year note
that is set to expire in June. This will leave us with
roughly $6.5M to spend on road and infrastructure
repairs and improvements, replacement of
vehicles for all departments, and other
outstanding municipal infrastructure updates.
With interest rates as favorable as they are, we are
going to take this opportunity to capitalize on
borrowing this money.
Our commitment is to spend this money on the
following.Please note these figures are rough
estimates.
$3.9M on roads
$1.6M on equipment and safety and service
vehicles
$500K in our city park
$500K in municipal complex repairs and
upgrades
My intent along with the support of Council is to
move forward with all recreational activities, as
well as normal operations at the Community
Center and any other revenue generating
activities. As the light becomes brighter at the end
of the tunnel, I am looking forward to a fully
operational rest of the year. I would like to thank
our Finance Director, Joe Filippo, and all the
department heads for their continued efforts
ensuring we meet our budgetary needs.

SUMMER RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS
As I previously mentioned, we are moving forward
with all of our Summer recreational activities. This
includes baseball, softball, t-ball, tennis, pickleball,
day camp, and the opening of our swimming pool.
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While I understand certain protocols may be in
place, we will adhere to best practices to ensure
a safe and successful summer season. Please
watch your mailboxes for the 2021 Summer
Sizzler which will be arriving soon.

DEER MANAGEMENT
In a continued effort to help with our current
wildlife situation, the city conducted its second
infrared study of the deer population in our
community, as well as our second year of the
deer management program, with the assistance
of the USDA Division of Wildlife Services. While
the numbers dropped slightly from 2019, this
topic remains a concerning issue for our
community. We will look to readdress this
program in the fall and assess our situation at
that time. I realize this is a sensitive topic for
some, but I, along with City Council, remain
committed to the safety of our residents and
businesses in our community.

2021 ROAD PROJECTS
As our annual construction season gets
underway, I am please to share we will be
partaking in roughly $1.3M in road
improvements in correlation with our Road
Program. These projects will include the
following:
Brainard Road / Bishop Road intersection
at Wilson Mills Road improvement project
Clinton/Canterbury/DeWitt Roads
(miscellaneous repairs and asphalt
overlay)
Bishop Road Bridge (Cuyahoga County
funded)
Miscellaneous concrete repairs throughout
the city
STATE OF THE CITY
I am currently in the process of preparing my
State of the City address for 2020. Once
completed, I will be looking to present it
sometime in the near future at an event that
features all members of Council, as well as
elected officials in our district. My goal is to
have this event in person at the city’s
Community Center. Along with the State of the
City address, I will be looking to host my second
Meet the Mayor and Council event. This will take
place mid to late summer. Please refer to our
city website and Facebook page for notification
regarding when these events will take place. In
the event we cannot host in person gatherings, I
will prepare a virtual address.

CITY SPONSORED EVENTS

STAFF UPDATES

As all of you are aware, we were unable to host
any in-person gatherings, such as our annual
Community Day and our Centennial Celebration.
With current COVID-19 restrictions being lifted,
we have begun the process of planning both of
these much-anticipated events. Please
tentatively mark your calendars for Saturday,
September 11, 2021 for our 11th Annual
Community Day and Parade. In addition to the
parade, we will also be looking to celebrate our
Centennial birthday with a special event for all of
the community to enjoy. This will take place later
in the summer. Please visit our city website at
www.highlandhts.com for additional details.

RETIREMENTS

MUSIC AT THE GAZEBO
Due to the continued
success of all our Music
at the Gazebo events, I
am happy to let you
know music will be returning for the 2021
summer season. We will
be hosting three different music events, with
music for all ages to enjoy. Please see the full
schedule of dates and talented musicians on
page 17 of this newsletter.
MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE
I would like to first start by
saying thank you to Mr. Weert
Ley and Mr. Brent Lawler for
devoting their vision, time, and
dedication for the last 25 years
in preparing and organizing the
City of Highland Heights' annual Memorial Day
Observance event. Their passion and attention to
detail in honoring all veterans, recognizing
current military men and women and their
families over the years is greatly appreciated. On
behalf of the City of Highland Heights, we thank
you for your long-term commitment to the city.
Although Weert and Brent have stepped down,
we will continue to host our annual Memorial
Day event. This year’s event will take place rain
or shine on Monday, May 31st beginning at 10:00
a.m. at the Veterans Peace Memorial. If anyone
would like to volunteer their time for this event,
please my contact my office.

Over the last several years, I have had the
opportunity to meet and work with many
dedicated city employees. I would like to
recognize three individuals who have been loyal
to the City of Highland Heights for many years.
Congratulations to the following:
Sergeant Francis Kingzett – 30 years of
service to the Highland Heights Police
Department
Dan Taylor –23 years of service as City
Prosecutor and 2 years as Ward 1
Councilman
Kathy Gould – 25 years of service on the city's
Park & Recreation Commission
We thank you for your loyalty and service to the
city and best wishes in your future endeavors.
NEW HIRES
I am pleased to share that
Sunni D’Angelo has joined
my Administrative team as
the new Community Center Coordinator. Sunni,
along with her husband
and two daughters, are residents of Highland Heights.
Sunni will be handling all
Community Center bookings
and events, as well as Music at the Gazebo
events, and will serve as a member of the
Memorial Day Observance team. Her creativity
and enthusiasm make her a welcome member
to the staff.
With the retirement of our former Prosecutor
Dan Taylor, I am happy to announce the hiring
of Michael Lograsso as our new Prosecutor.
Michael brings a wealth of experience as a
former prosecutor and current Law Director.
Michael, his wife and three children are longtime residents of Highland Heights. Michael’s
work ethic, loyalty and reputation makes him an
excellent choice for this position. I look forward
to working with him for years to come.

Mark your calendars for
Saturday, March 27th as the
Easter Bunny will be making
his way around town on the
fire engine. See website for
full schedule.
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From the Desk of Mayor Brunello
WORK ANNIVERSARY

COMMUNITY NEWS

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize
two very important work anniversaries that
recently took place.

Over the last couple of years, I have had a
vision to add additional walking trails in our
community park. With that being said, the City
of Highland Heights is starting to assess inter
trail connection opportunities at our
community park. The acquisition of
neighboring properties to the park by West
Creek Conservancy has provided us with a
unique opportunity to better connect residents
to our protected outdoor spaces.

Receptionist / Highland Heights Seniors
Coordinator Mary Velotta celebrated her 40th
year of employment with the City of Highland
Heights and is approaching her 41st year of
dedicated service to the city. Mary has served
under five Mayors proving to each one of them
that her ability to work with all residents in the
community providing information and assistance.
Whether on the phone or in person at her desk,
she is always eager and willing to assist.
Fire Chief William Turner recently completed 30
years of full-time service to the residents of
Highland Heights. He served 2 years as a part
time member prior to his full-time appointment.
Under his guidance as Fire Chief, he has replaced
our entire frontline vehicle fleet and most
importantly encouraged growth of the members
which has led to this department to be as highly
skilled as it is today. Under his leadership as Chief
for the last 13 years, Chief Turner works tirelessly
to maintain high standards for his department
and his prompt responsiveness to our residents
needs

A good sustainable trail network offers
improved public health, equitable access,
increased youth engagement, community
building, and positive economic impacts. The
City and its partners at West Creek Conservancy
and Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation
District will be working to assess the
opportunities for trail enhancement and
creation while ensuring protection of the
important wetlands and endangered plants on
site. Keep an eye out for opportunities to
provide feedback on this exciting project later
this year.

HOMETOWN HEROES BANNER PROGRAM
I would like to implement a Hometown Heroes
Banner Program in our community. This will
allow us to recognize residents who are
currently serving or have served our country in
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, and National Guard. Applications and
additional details will be available at City Hall
and on the city website this summer.
NEW BUSINESSES

Mayor Brunello and Fire
Chief William Turner

The City of Highland Heights recently became
home to Lake Business Products, located at 653
Miner Road (formerly the Alloy Bellows
building). Lake Business Products will be
bringing 70+ new jobs to our community.
Metropolitan Veterinary Clinic has begun
renovations at their new location at 734 Alpha
Drive (former Lancer Insurance building).
Metropolitan is investing significant money into
fully remodeling the existing building. The
hospital will offer pet owners 24-hour-per-day
service, every day of the year. Metropolitan
Veterinary Clinic will also be bringing 70+ jobs
to our community. Plans are to open sometime
this summer. I am excited to welcome both of
these businesses to our great city.

4

Mary Velotta proudly
celebrating 41 years of
service to the City of
Highland Heights

CLASSROOM SPOTLIGHT
One of the fun parts of being Mayor is speaking
with children in their classrooms, by being
invited to read a special book, or meeting
exemplary students.
Several weeks ago, I was invited to speak to a
Millridge 3rd grade class as they were beginning
to learn about goverment. The students were
learning the branches of governemnt and asked
me many questions about what a Mayor does on
daily basis.
I also had the opportunity to read a special book
via Zoom for Black History Month to Lander
Elementary students on World Read Aloud Day,
which took place on February 3rd. The kids were
great listeners and I thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity.
In addition, I spoke with the Girl Scouts in an
open discussion about respecting authority. The
girls asked many good questions, such as how I
respect the people I work with and how I work
with others to get things done. The girls also
inquired about what I enjoy most about being
Mayor.
I recently had the privledge of meeting two
current students from Mayfield High School,
both of whom are residents of Highland Heights.
These talented young ladies were awarded Gold
and Silver Key recognition from the Scholastic
Arts & Writing Competition, which is the nation's
longest running recognition program for creative
teens. The competition receives nearly 3000
entries and is open to students in grades 7 - 12.
This is an annual event hosted by the Cleveland
Insitute of Art.

Sarah has aspirations of becoming a
creative writing teacher after graduating
from high school.
Both girls credit their Mayfield High School
Creative Writing teacher Kari Beery for their
accomplishments and consider her a
mentor and someone they look up to. Mrs.
Beery shared that aside from this year's
recognition, Gianna earned a Gold Key
award in her Junior year and that she is
very disciplined and intentional about her
writing. Mrs. Beery also mentioned that
Sarah has won other writing contests,
including the Cleveland Clinic, Ursuline
College, and Kent State Traveling Stanzas.
Mrs. Beery is very proud of these girls and
so happy to see them receive this
wonderful recognition. Congratulations to
Gianna and Sarah for this achievement. I
wish them continued success in all of their
future endeavors.

Gianna Somrak, Mayor Brunello and Sarah Carlile

Gianna Somrak, a 12th grader at Mayfield High
School, was awarded a Silver Key for her
collection of work, "The Scale of Humanity
Writing Portfolio" which included five pieces of
writing: "Fell" (Flash Fiction) Silver Key, "Sunsets
and Strawberries" (Short Story) Honorable
Mention, "Inside the Lines" (Poem), "Eldest"
(Poem), and "Lost" (Poem). Gianna says her love
of writing peaked when she was a student at
Mayfield Middle School on the Power of the Pen
team. She shared how much she has learned
about herself as a writer and a person. Gianna
plans to attend college after graduation, as she is
still awatiing several acceptances.
Sarah Carlile, an 11th grader, is the youngest of
four children, with three older brothers, all who
are Mayfield graduates.. Sarah earned a Gold
Key award for her poem "Pinocchio" and a Silver
Key for her poem "The Broken Heart Vaccine."
Sarah loves writing, and said she became
serious about it in 7th grade at Mayfield Middle
School. She shared that is has helped her
mentally, and that writing is something she can
be free and open minded about.
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CITY COUNCIL COMMENTARY
CAROL GANSER - WARD 1 REPRESENTATIVE
Spring is right around the
corner, and I like you, am
anxious for the arrival of
warmer weather. Hopefully,
you have survived this winter
relatively unscathed. While
COVID-19 kept most of us
indoors, it has also kept us
away from much of our
extended family and friends. With the
promise of warmer weather, hopefully we can
again begin to gather outdoors safely with
social distancing and celebrate life together.
Warmer weather brings most of us outdoors
and into our yards. Please be mindful of
safety and keep the doors to your residence
locked as you move about outside. Not only
does this weather bring you outside, but it
brings the con people outside as well. Please
take caution whenever you are approached by
someone at your property that you did not
call and ask to come over.

Fake repair people/thieves are mobile and
looking for victims to take advantage of.
People may try to gain entry into your
home
under false pretenses, representing
themselves as utility workers or repairmen.
Utility workers will not show up at your
house without an appointment and will
have the proper identification when they
do. If someone shows up at your house
and you have not requested them to come
over, call the police and let them deal with
them. Do not let them into your house.
Better to be safe than sorry.
Ward 1 will see road repair work starting in
the spring. There will be work at the
intersection of Bishop and Wilson Mills
Roads as well as the northern end of
Bishop just past UPS at the bridge. Signs
will be going up indicating the direction of
travel on this end of Bishop Road and you
may have to make adjustments as a result.
Stay safe!

FRANK DILALLA - WARD 2 REPRESENTATIVE
Over the winter, Mayor Brunello and I met with several
development companies
interested in adding more
residential homes in our city.
While just about all the residential land is occupied already, the remaining land of
the Maypine Farm is available
for sale and has drawn the
interest of these developers.
This property extends at the very back of the
current Maypine Estates along the 271 freeway. It is currently zoned for approximately
20 additional homes. The Mayor and I do expect that a developer will reach an agreement
to purchase this land with the plan of adding
homes in the near future.
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You may have read that Alpha Drive will
soon welcome a new business, the
Metropolitan Veterinary Clinic.
Metropolitan purchased the former
Lancer Insurance builidng for $2M and
plans to invest more than $6M into
remodeling and improvements to the
property. The business plans to employ
over 100 people and will offer round the
clock hospital specialty care for pets.
Today, Metropolitan operates a similar
clinic in the Akron/Copley area.
As always, please contact me with any
questions or concerns, or to join the Ward
2 email list at fdilalla@highlandhts.com or
216-849-4476.

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTARY
ANTHONY DELISIO - WARD 3 REPRESENTATIVE
A belated Happy New Years
to the residents of Highland
Heights. May the New Year
bring health and prosperity
to all.
Protect your property! The
city along with several other
neighboring communities are
dealing with a group of individuals, that if your vehicle is
left in your driveway overnight, they will check to see if the doors are
unlocked, and then proceed to take whatever
you have left behind in the car.For those of
you that park their car in the driveway
overnight, I urge you to lock your vehicle and
close your garage doors. We have also had
instances where individuals posing as utility
workers are gaining access into our senior
homes. Please be aware of this and prevent
this from happening. Do not let strangers
into your house.

With good weather on the way (I promise),
the city plans on having all its summer
activities in full bloom this year. From
playing baseball at the park, to enjoying a
refreshing swim in our pool, to relaxing by
the Gazebo and listening to some incredible
musical performers. Enjoy all the city has to
offer your family.
Due to the pandemic, we were unable to
host Community Day. Community Day,
along with a parade to commemorate our
100-year birthday, will take place on
Saturday, September 11th. Stay tuned for
more information regarding this event.
If you have a question, concern or just a
comment, feel free to reach out to me at
440-241-0747 or adelisio@highlandhts.com.
Stay smart, safe, and courteous.

ANN D'AMICO - WARD 4 REPRESENTATIVE
i am pleased to serve
again this year as the City
Council representative to
the Highland Heights
Seniors.

These were substantial meals provided to
our residents for a fee of $5.00. I am
pleased to say that the response was strong,
and that over 350 meals combined were
distributed.

The Seniors Commission will
be chaired this year by Cindy
Six. Melanie Kutnick will
serve as Vice Chair.

A special thank you to the commission
members for putting these meals together
and Mary Velotta for all her hard work in
coordinating and working on the menus and
special treats. Many thanks to Mayor
Brunello and City Council Members Delisio,
Ganser and Milroy, and the city employees
and department heads who came and
helped pass out meals both days during the
drive-thru and also hand delivered meals
to residents who were not able to pick them
up. This could not have happened without
their help and support.

Both ladies bring enthusiasm and creativity to
their positions. I would also like to welcome
new member, Pam Hicks to the Commission
and thank Past Chairman Barbara Fatica
for all her hard work during the years she
served on the Commission.
Due to the pandemic, events for Seniors were
curtailed much of 2020. The summer
picnic was cancelled as was our December
holiday luncheon. The commission
brainstormed and last year, and with the
support of Mayor Brunello, we were able to
offer 2 pick up meals catered by LaVera Party
Center. Meals were picked up in a drive thru at
the Community Center. A turkey dinner and
chicken piccata meal were offered in this
program.

We have scheduled a Spring lunch catered
by LaVera, for carry-out on April 29, 2021.
On May 28, 2021, the Seniors Planter event
returns, where the Seniors Commission,
together with the Garden Club will be
hosting an event at the Park Barn, where
Highland Heights Seniors can come and
make a planter to take home for their porch
or balcony at no cost.

If you are interested in keeping up with the Seniors event schedule, please like the Highland Heights Seniors Facebook
page or email us at HHSeniors@highlandhts.com with your contact information.
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CITY COUNCIL COMMENTARY
SEAN MILROY - REPRESENTATIVE AT LARGE
As we move into a
new year, I know we are
all hoping it will be a
better one! I am looking
forward to longer days
and the warmer weather,
allowing us to see our
family, friends, and neighbors in person again. As
our thoughts turn towards
being outside, please consider supporting our
local businesses and restaurants, as a
community – we are stronger together.

Please pay extra attention when traveling
through work zones, we all want to get
home safe.
As the snow melts and the spring
rains arrive, be aware that homeowners
are responsible for swales and storm
drains on their property. Please ensure
that they are kept free of leaves, yard
waste and other obstructions that block
the flow of stormwater.

There will be some orange barrels appearing
in the City, and I think we are all excited to
witness the Wilson Mills / Bishop intersection
and signal improvements! Long overdue, but
coming this year, these improvements will
benefit our safety forces as well going a
long way to relieving the frustration (we’ve all
shared) of sitting at the prolonged red lights.

Memorial Day
Observance

Monday, May 31, 2021
10:00 a.m.
Please join us as we honor all
veterans, current military
men and women and their
families on this special day
of remembrance.

8

CITY COUNCIL LEGISLATION
RESOLUTIONS
20-2020 Authorizing Mayor to execute a contract
with Clark Equipment Company to purchase a skid
steer loader

01-2021 Resolution of appreciation to Daniel
Taylor for dedicated service to the City of
Highland Heights

ORDINANCES

21-2020 Authorizing Mayor to execute contract
with Concord Road Equipment for purchase of
dump body/anti-ice/de-icing system

26-2020 Appropriating for current expenses and
expenditures for period commencing January 1,
2020 and ending December 31, 2020

22-2020 Declaring Pat Flowers, Inc as the lowest
bidder for Street Striping

27-2020 Authorizing an agreement with
Alphatron LLC and Metropollitan Veterinary
Medical Group, Inc.

23-2020 Affirming funds received from County
Coronavirus Relief Fund for usage to cover costs of
the City
24-2020 Authorization to execute an agreement
with Mayfield City Schools for School Resource
Officer Program
25-2020 Acceptance of amounts and rates as
determined by Budget Commission and
authorization of necessary tax levies
26-2020 Memorandum of understanding on
behalf of the city as a member of the Euclid Creek
Watershed with the Soil & Water Conservation
District
27-2020 Resolution authorizing payment not to
exceed $105,474 to the Northern Ohio Risk
Management Agency Self-Insurance Pool
28-2020 Providing for the observance of
Halloween on October 31, 2020
29-2020 Authorizing a contract with the Cuyahoga
County General Health District for public health
services

28-2020 Approving the editing and inclusion of
certain ordinances as parts of the component
codes of the codified ordinances
29-2020 Resurfacing of Wilson Mills Road from
Lander Road to Alpha Drive
30-2020 Amending Section 131.02 of the
Codified Ordinances pertaining to the Police
Department
31-2020 Authorizing the Mayor to enter into
agreement with the USDA to provide wildlife
services
32-2020 Amending Chapter 1109 of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Highland Heights
33-2020 Appropriating for current expenses and
other expenditures
34-2020 Amending Chapter 1311 of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Highland Heights
35-2020 Amending Chapter 725 entitled Personal
Property Sales of the City of Highland Heights

30-2020 Requesting the Cuyahoga County Fiscal
Officer to advance taxes from the proceeds of tax
levies

36-2020 Enacting New Chapter 1520 of the
Codified Ordinances of the City of Highland
Heights

31-2020 Authorizing membership in the Ohio
Government Benefit Cooperative (OGBC)

37-2020 Authorizing the execution and delivery
of Economic Grant Agreement with Lake Business
Products Inc.

32-2020 Authorizing the Mayor to accept health
insurance rates from the Fedeli Group for the
OGBC HSA Open Access Plus Plan and HRA Open
Access

38-2020 Authorizing transfers

33-2020 Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an
agreement with Symetra for life insurance for city
employees

40-2020 Amending Ordinance 17-2020
establishing compensation for certain employees
of the City of Highland Heights

34-2020 Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an
agreement with Delta Dental for dental care
insurance for city employees
35-2020 In appreciation to Francis R. Kingzett for
his years of dedicated service to the City of
Highland Heights

39-2020 Appropriating funds for current
expenses and other expenditures

41-2020 Authorizing transfers
42-2020 Appropriating for current expenses and
other expenditures of the City of Highland
Heights
01-2021 Amending Ordinance 40-2020
establishing compensation for certain employees
of the City of Highland Heights, Ohio
commencing 01/01/2021

Legislation listed on this page was enacted since the last newsletter publication (Fall 2020) and prior to this publication.
Further details about this and other legislation may be found on the city website.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
DALE GRABFELDER - BUILDING COMMISSIONER
SPRING CLEANUP

GARAGE SALES

With warmer weather and spring on their
way (hopefully), it is a good time to put on the
boots and walk around your yard and check
the ditches and swales for obstruction.
Keeping these areas clean of debris,
expedites
the flow of rainwater away from your property, as well as your neighbor’s property.
Weather permitting, the Building Deptartment
will conduct its annual inspection of swales
and roadside ditches, within the city, beginning in mid-April.

Spring also brings the unofficial start
of the garage sale season. Before you start
planning your dates for a sale, please note the
following rules and regulations:

CONTRACTORS AND PERMITS
With the pandemic situation, many of us are
staying home and enjoying our yards. Many
projects such as decks, patios, pools (above
and in ground) and driveway replacement,
require approval and permits. As stated in
previous newsletter articles, permit and
plan approval are required for your
protection.
If you already have a contractor in mind, you
can check the Building Deptartment page, on
the city website at www.highlandhts.com, to
see if they are registered to do business
within the City. All contractors (and subcontractors) must be registered with the city.
Once you have selected your contractor and
prior to the start of the work you can check
the City website or call the Building Deptartment to see if the proper permits have been
issued. Once the permits have been issued
you can also check the website to see what
inspections have been completed and
approved.

A permit for each sale must be obtained
from City Hall prior to the sale. The cost of
the permit is $15.00. Permits are issued by
Mary Velotta in the Administrative area of
City Hall.
No more than two permits/sales are
allowed per address, within a twelve-month
period.
Each sale is permitted to last no more than
three days.
Hours for the sale are restricted to 9:00
a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Sales are prohibited on Sundays and
holidays.
When you obtain a permit for your
garage sale, we will place information about
your sale on our City website to help you
promote your sale.
The Building Department staff is here to assist
you. If you have any questions or concerns,
please contact us at 440-442-7403. Our
current office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
and starting April 1st we will return to opening
at 7:30 a.m.

Beginning March 22, 2021
the Bishop Road Bridge
will be under renovation.

One-way traffic will be maintained
northbound while southbound traffic
will be detoured north of the bridge.
Detour routes include White Road
and Highland Road.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES

JAMES COOK - POLICE CHIEF
Officer Appointment
Timothy McGuire was appointed to Patrolman on
October 11, 2020. Patrolman McGuire had been a Reserve Officer
since May 2018 and was cross trained as a dispatcher in our Communications Center. Tim is an
excellent officer who recently placed first on our Patrolman exam and was previously with the
Put-in-Bay Police Department.
Promotion
On January 26, 2021, Sean Brown was promoted to the rank of Police Sergeant. Sergeant Brown
has been with our Department since April 2016 and was previously with the Shaker Heights Police
Department. Sean will continue his assignments as Taser and Bolo Wrap instructor and Field
Training Officer for new patrolmen.

Retirements
Sergeant Francis Kingzett retired on December 7, 2020, after 30 years with the Department. Sergeant Kingzett was our Training Officer and C.A.L.E.A. Manager. We wish him the best
in his retirement.
Dan Taylor was given a Proclamation for his years of service to the City of Highland Heights. He
served as Councilman to Ward 1 from 1994-1996 and was appointed City Prosecutor for 23 years
from 1997 through 2020.

Vehicle Thefts – Distraction Burglaries
Over the past several months there have been numerous vehicle thefts and thefts from
vehicles that have plagued Greater Cleveland communities. The incidents of vehicle break-ins
and car thefts are being repeated throughout multiple suburbs, not only our
community. Of the reported incidents in Highland Heights, all vehicles have been unlocked and
stolen vehicles had their keys in them.
We would like to assure the residents that we take these thefts very seriously and are taking all
efforts possible to bring them to an end. We believe that by taking proactive measures
while working with the community we can address residents’ concerns. But we need your help to
prevent crime. All vehicle thefts have had a common theme: they are left unlocked, the ignition
fob/keys were left inside, and valuables were left in plain view.
We cannot stress enough how IMPORTANT it is to lock your vehicle and remove your
valuables and keys from your vehicle at night. It is important to understand that this rash of
thefts are not a coincidence, they are crimes of Opportunity. To deter further thefts, you must
secure your vehicles and remove your personal belongings.
In January, two distraction burglaries were committed in our City. One on Cranbrook and one on
Stanwell and senior citizens were specifically targeted by the thieves. Two individuals came to the
residences and identified themselves as Water Department workers. They then informed the
residents that they needed to enter their residence and check their water due to the COVID virus
outbreak on the street. Residents should not allow entry into their homes by anyone who is
unannounced without an appointment. Residents should immediately call the Police to have any
person requesting entry into their home identified by the Police Department. Any legitimate
individual will wait for the police to respond and identify themselves.
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Scams, Phone Harrassment, Soliciations
Residents often report that they receive phone calls offering prize money, statements they
are involved in a lawsuit, or in certain situations parties claim to be from the IRS, your bank
or credit card issuer, or other company that you owe them money. A very large percent of
these solicitations are illegal scams. Residents should never give their Social Security
Number, bank account(s) information or credit card number to anyone that calls. Never
send cash, check or money orders to anyone that calls, without first checking with the Police.
Never purchase gift cards to settle an alleged claim. Ask the caller if you can have a phone
number to return their call and tell them you are going to ask the Police to confirm the
phone number. If the call is a scam, they will hang up and not give you a call back number.
If the call is a recording asking you to return the call, hang up and do not return the call.
If you know you do not owe money to anyone, then the call is a scam. Companies will always
contact you by mail.
Also, be careful with unsolicited emails. Scammers send emails with addresses that look to
be from a bank, company, or U.S. Government department. Never reply to these and do not
respond to the phone number they give you. Go to a website to get a legitimate phone
number to call.
Anytime you have a question on whether a phone call is legitimate, immediately hang up
and contact the Police Department. We are here to provide a service and would rather stop
a scam before it occurs.

Fire Department Hydrant Maintenance
Semi-annual fire hydrant maintenance will be conducted by the Fire
Department during the months of May and June. If your water is discolored,
run your cold tap water until it clears. If clothes become discolored, we
recommend washing them in OxiClean™ or similar cleaning product.
Any hydrant found to be non-functional is replaced by Cleveland Water.
After a hydrant is replaced, the soil around the hydrant needs to setle for
several weeks prior to finish grading. Once settling has occurred, Cleveland
Water or a sub-contractor will make the final repairs to the lawn.

CPR/AED TRAINING CLASS
The Fire Deoartment will be offering a
Community CPR/AED Training Class on
Wednesday,April 21, 2021 from 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m..
The class will be held at the Fire Station at
5827 Highland Road. Additional classes will be held
throughout the year. Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
class size is limited to 6 students.
Please contact the Fire Department at
440-442-7406 to register for the class.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES

WILLIAM TURNER - FIRE CHIEF
As severe weather season approaches take some time during Spring
Severe Weather Awareness Week to put together a safety plan with your family,
friends or household. Planning ahead will lower the chance of injury or death
in the event that severe weather, such as a tornado, strikes.
Ensure that everyone knows the signs of a tornado, including a rotating, funnel-shaped
cloud, an approaching cloud of debris, or a loud roar – similar to a freight train.Pay attention
tothe weather and to weather reports. Meteorologists can predict or forecast when
conditions might be right for a tornado to develop.
A tornado is a violently rotating column of air that comes in contact with the ground, usually
descending from the base of a severe thunderstorm. Tornadoes are usually visible as funnel
clouds. Related severe thunderstorms can produce heavy rains, flash flooding and hail.
The National Weather confirmed that Ohio had 20 tornadoes in 2020. The two most
significant events occurred on April 7 with five tornadoes, and on April 8 with 7 tornadoes.
None of the 20 tornadoes were stronger than an EF1. There was a total of 16 EF0s and four
EF1s. No injuries or fatalities were reported.

RECOGNITION
In 2020, the Highland Heights Fire Department was awarded the Mission
Lifeline Gold Plus award, which is the highest level of recognition.
Mission: Lifeline EMS recognition is a program designed to showcase
emergency prehospital care organizations across the nation for excellent
STEMI care. Prehospital personnel are the first providers of care to patients
suffering from cardiac emergencies. The role of EMS in the system-of-care
for these patients is crucial and often sets the course for the patient's outcome. Since 2014 the American Heart Association has celebrated the
achievements of prehospital providers and their destination hospitals specific to STEMI
patient care through its Mission: Lifeline EMS Recognition program. In 2020, more than 600
prehospital agencies in the US that received the Mission: Lifeline EMS Quality Achievement
Award.

A Statewide Tornado Drill will take place
on Wednesday, March 24 2021 at 9:50 a.m.
The Highland Heights Fire Department
will be activating the outdoor emergency
siren located at the fire station.
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Every Spring, the Fire Department receives calls regarding
outdoor fires in the city. The practice of burning yard waste
or discarded material of any type is strictly prohibited.
State and local codes define the types of fires allowed and
the requirements for these fires.
Homeowners are allowed to have outdoor / recreational fires
without prior notification to the Fire Department. Recreational
fires are defined as outdoor fires utilized to cook food for human consumption. Recreational
fires must be at least 25 feet from any structure and must not exceed 3 feet in diameter and
2 feet high. The use of outdoor fireplaces is also approved but must be at least 15 feet from
any structure and used per manufacturer’s directions. In both cases, the fire must be
constantly attended and there must be either a fire extinguisher or water hose within reach.
It is important to note that there are several exceptions to these rules. No person, lease
holder, tenant, occupant or entity shall kindle or maintain a fire for the preparation of food
or for any other purpose in any type of outdoor or portable grill, whether gas, charcoal or
electric, upon any balcony, under any balcony/overhang, or within fifteen feet of any multifamily dwelling or business.
In addition, the homeowner may be ordered to extinguish the fire if the fire is deemed to be
a nuisance by the Fire Department or if the fire is offensive or objectionable because of
smoke or odor emissions or when atmospheric conditions or local circumstances make such
fire hazardous.

The Highland Heights Fire Department has standardized our home and
commercial lock box system using KnoxBox.
Trusted by thousands of fire and law enforcement agencies for over 40 years, Knox Rapid
Access Solutions have provided first responders with immediate access into secure
buildings, campuses, residences, and commercial properties when it matters
most. Removing barriers to entry reduces injuries to responders and minimizes
property damage. That is the power of the Knox rapid access system.
All Knox boxes will be ordered online through their website, www.Knoxbox.com. If a
resident or business owner is interested in purchasing a Knox Box and has questions
regarding the operation of them and the correct model to order, please contact Lieutenant
Tim Nelson at the Highland Heights Fire Department by calling 440-442-7406.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES

BRIAN BELFIORE - SERVICE DIRECTOR
BRUSH COLLECTION: (April – June)

SHRED DAYS

The Service Department will be conducting a
spring brush collection during the months of
April, May, and June. Residents are asked to
observe the following guidelines:

The City will be hosting Shred Days in April
and October. The events will be held on
Saturday, April 24th and Saturday, October
23rd from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Residents
wishing to participate may bring materials to
the Service Department where they will be
shredded on site. There is no need to remove
clips or staples. Plastics are not accepted so
we suggest that you bring your material in
boxes or paper bags.

Collections will be made Monday through
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
Residents are asked to contact the Service
Department at 440-461-7266 in advance to
schedule a pick up.
Branches can be of any length and need not
be bundled, however, because the material
will be loaded by hand, and due to equipment
limitations, the size of the branches accepted
will be limited to a maximum of 8” in
diameter.
Root stumps up to a maximum weight of 60
pounds may be placed at the curb for
collection. Larger stumps should be ground in
place or disposed of by a private contractor.
To expedite collection, please place branches
on your tree lawn with the cut end facing in
the same direction, preferably downstream to
the flow of traffic.
Beyond the program, brush may be tied and
bundled in four-foot length for collection by
our rubbish contractor year-round or, by
special arrangements with the Service
Department as time allows.
Please contact the Service Department for
more information.

COMPUTER ROUND-UP: (April and
August)
The City will hold its first of two (2) computer
roundup programs throughout the month of
April. The program is in partnership with the
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District. Items
that can be recycled via this program includes
desktops, towers, laptops, monitors,
keyboards and peripherals, printers, modems,
tablets, e-readers, telecom devices,
networking equipment, cables, cell phones,
and video game systems.
Residents wishing to participate in the
program can drop off items at the Service
Department between 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday during the
month of April. The Service department will
package the items for delivery to the county
for proper recycling and disposal.
A second round-up will be held in August.

HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS WASTE ROUND-UP
(March 15 – March 27)
(June 14 – June 26) & (Sept 13 – Sept 25)
The city will once again be conducting a
household hazardous waste collection
program in cooperation with the Cuyahoga
County Solid Waste District.
Residents wishing to participate in the
program may bring unwanted pesticides,
household chemicals, and oil-based paints to
the Service Department between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday during any of the schedule dates
listed. There will also be a one-day Saturday
drop off during each of the round-ups on
March 27th, June 26th, and September 25th
from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Latex paint will not be accepted.
Latex paint is not considered hazardous
waste. It should be dried and disposed
of in a solid state. For information on drying
latex paint please contact the
Service Department or visit our web site.
For more information, contact the Cuyahoga
County Solid Waste District at (216) 443-3749
or log on at www.cuyahogaswd.org.

HOLIDAY RUBBISH COLLECTION
Memorial Day - 5/31/21
All routes delayed by one day!

Independence Day - 7/4/21 - No Delay
The following holidays are observed by
the city's rubbish/recycling contractor:
New Year's Day
Labor Day
Memorial Day
Thanksgivng Day
Independence Day Christmas Day
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ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED FOR RECYCLING

Easter Bunny Drive
Around Town
Saturday March 27, 2021
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
See city website for full schedule
www.highlandhts.com
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Seniors
The Highland Heights Seniors have been busy planning a few
events to get ready for Spring. More outings and programming
will be planned throughtout the coming months. Please contact
Mary Velotta, our Seniors Coordinator, at 440-461-2441 for
continued udpates or email HHSeniors@highlandhts.com.

at the Gazebo

Wednesday - 6/23/21
An Evening with Nick Costa
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Wednesday - 7/14/21
Funkology
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Wednesday - 8/11/21
Light of 2 Moons
*6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
*start time subject to change
check website for updates

Visit the
Mayfield Library
for more
information on
programs,
services, and
events at:
www.cuyahogalibrary.org/
Branches/Mayfield.aspx
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Seniors
CPA Connects Launches in March
The perception that older adults are not interested in
technology is not necessarily true. Data
compiled by the Pew Research Center shows significant
growth in the adoption of digital technology by older
Americans. In 2000, 14% of those ages 65 and older were
internet users; now 73% are. And while smartphone ownership was uncommon at all ages
around the turn of the 21st century, now about half (53%) of people 65 and older are
smartphone owners.
These numbers show a great opportunity to broaden the reach of CPA’s impact by
expanding the modes we use to connect with you. Part of the equation is education; do
you know how to take advantage of the technology you own? Can you download books?
Stream music? Send and receive texts? 2021 is the Year of Technology for CPA - we have
an ambitious plan to help you use your technology to its fullest—or get you started if
needed. CPAConnects, our technology initiative, consists of several
learning tracks (please note: as of now, classes will be meeting on Zoom):
BASICS: Have a phone or tablet and don’t know where to start?
Starting March 5, we are offering a six week Basics/Fundamentals
class focused on Apple OR Android Mobile Devices (smart phones
and tablets).
Basics – Apple Devices – Fridays 3/5 - 4/9 at 10:00 a.m.
Basics – Android Devices – Fridays 3/5 - 4/9 at 2:00 p.m.
INTERMEDIATE: You know the basics and would like to learn new skills
like streaming movies or using Instagram….Starting March 17 or 18, we have
an eight week Intermediate class focused on Mobile Devices OR PCs/Laptops.
Intermediate – PCs/Laptops – Wednesdays 3/17-5/5 at 2:00 p.m.
Intermediate – Mobile Devices – Thursdays 3/18-5/6 at 2:00 p.m.
Feel free to attend as many presentations as you like! We plan to record the
presentations and post on our YouTube channel and also make the slides
available to reference. Can’t make it this cycle? We will be repeating the
sequences in the summer and fall so you can catch a class or two then.
For more details about the classes, including session topics and registration information,
please go to our website, www.communitypartnerhsiponaging.org. If you have any
questions or want to register by phone, don't hesitate to reach out to Alex or Rebekah at
216-291-3902. They can also help you log into Zoom. We look forward to connecting with
you soon!
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Highland Heights Garden Club
With the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions and the inability to use the Community Center, our
club has not met in person. However, the Garden Club participated and displayed a
beautiful tree at the GLOW event at the Cleveland Botanical Gardens. Our team of wonderful
ladies worked very hard with the theme "Jigsaw Puzzles." Our committee put together
patterns for puzzle pieces that were cut out of foam material and distributed to all of the
ladies. We were asked to make our puzzle pieces beautiful with various things glued onto
the foam. The main criteria for all the trees at GLOW are that they must carry out a theme as
well as contain some botanicals. Our puzzle pieces included dried flowers, pressed flowers,
photos of flowers recycled from Christmas cards, along with other botanicals that were
inserted in the branches. The tree topper was a puzzle box lid with puzzle pieces spewing
out onto the tree. Due to COVID-19, only2 people were permitted to set up the tree and
decorate it. Our Co-President, Linda Westmeyer and Helen Vladic represented all of us and
decorated the tree together. Great job, Linda and Helen!
Even though our club will not be meeting in person for our regular monthly meetings, we will
be working with the Highland Heights Seniors on Friday, May 28th from 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Space is limited...for more information regarding this event, please email
HHSeniors@highlandhts.com.
We all look forward to a time when we can be with each other again...hopefully sooner than
later. Meanwhile, get your vaccines, stay safe and stay well!

Congratulations to the 2020
Lions Club Annual Holiday
Lighting Contest Winners!
Ward 1:
The Catalano Family
Strumbly Drive

639

Ward

2:

The Braun Family
501

Longspur Road
Ward 3:

The Merhar Family
6044

Whiteford Drive

Ward 4:
Dawn Kuczynski
5828

Wilson Mills Road
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Highland Heights Green Task Force
Judy Dearden, President
I do not think anyone can dispute that 2020 was a challenging year. Although the Highland
Heights Green Task Force was able to hold a few meetings early in the year and then in the
summer when we could social distance outside the city’s gazebo, with face masks…. we did have
to cancel our popular events, such as the annual Freecycle/E-Waste Drive. Our board has
decided it made sense to keep the 2020 campaign, “TAKING CARE of US, INSIDE and OUT." We
are trying to schedule some events for this year. One will be a virtual presentation in the spring.
Another will hopefully be the speaker that had been scheduled for April 2020. His presentation
will tentatively be held in September, probably at the gazebo, unless things have improved
enough to hold the presentation in the Community Center…or perhaps at the Park Barn. The
Freecycle/E-Waste drive is on the books with the organizations who pick-up the “left-overs” from
this event at the end of September. We might also be able to host our annual “Green Book”
book reviews, again in our park in July. So, in order to keep the interest going with our
membership, and the community, we are trying to figure out how to meet, and to do so safely.
Regarding recycling….and plastics:
Our friend, Dr. Cathi Lehn (some remember she has been our speaker a few times), Sustainable
Cleveland Manager, with the Mayor’s Office of Sustainability, has been the lead of the “Plastic
Reduction Working Group” for a few years. She has several interesting blogs.
Please visit https://www.sustainablecleveland.org/blog and select what might interest you.
A brief note from Cathi: If you would like to learn more about the circular economy and what we are
doing in Cleveland please visit the Sustainable Cleveland blog page.
Tentative Upcoming Events:
Spring: Virtual Presentation - watch your email for invitation
July 7th: Green Book Club, book reviews, pavilion in our city park, near the pool
September 1: “Algae Blooms & Conditions of Lake Erie”, Christopher Winslow, PhD, OSU, Ohio
Sea Grant College Program, Director, held around city gazebo or city Park Barn
September 26: Freecycle/E-Waste Drive, city Park Barn
Thank you to all for continuing to be interested in our shared environment and how to keep it
and ourselves healthy. Please visit our website at www.highlandhtsgreen.com or email
hhgreentaskforece@yahoo.com or call Judy Dearden at 440-646-9820.
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Community News
The Mayfield Township Historical Society

Highland Heights is a part of the original Mayfield Township, and
the Mayfield Township Historical Society represents your town.
We are looking for any old photos we can scan of earlier times in
your community, or we would like to interview you if you have
lived in Highland Heights 50+ years. This allows us to maintain our
historical records.
Happy Centennial Birthday to the City of Highland Heights! In honor of your 100
years, the Historical Society is looking to recognize any homes or trees in your yard that are
100+ years or older. We will present you with a Centennial certificate for the home or the tree.
Please include your name, address, phone number and any information you may have about
the history of your home or the tree. Please include a current photograph and an older
picture at an earlier time if you have it. We are attempting to identify all the oldest homes and
trees in your town for recognition and for our historical records.
We also have historical home plaques available for purchase if you can research your home
back 100+ years. An application form is available from the society. Please mail all requests
and photos for centennial recognition to:
Mayfield Township Historical Society
606 S.O.M. Center Road
Mayfield Village, OH
44143
For additional information, please call 440.461.0055 or email us at:
mayfieldtownshiphistoricsociety@yahoo.com.
Our annual membership drive started in January. Please consider joining us and
supporting our Bennett-Van Curen house. Membership dues are $10 for an individual,
$20 for family, $25 contributing, $50 Business, or $500 Lifetime. Have you
considered including the Historical Society in your planned giving? Any donation amount will
help. You can designate your contribution to an area of your choice: tours, archival materials,
maintenance, etc. Membership applications are available at the house on Mondays from 10-1
or at City Hall. We are giving tours of the Historical House at this time limited to 1-2 people
(masks required) for a small donation of $3. Please call if you are interested in signing up for a
tour time.
We are always seeking volunteers. Please contact us by phone or email if you would be
interested in volunteering.
Our Spring programs have been canceled due to the pandemic, but we are hopeful to
start back up on September 8th for our annual Ice Cream Social. Our first two meetings with
speakers are scheduled for October 13th and November 10th. Please mark your calendars!
Follow us on Facebook: Mayfield Township Historic Society
Mayfield Township Historical Society
Founded 1976
Mayfield Township
Founded 1819
Highland Heights
Founded 1920
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Highland Heights Calendar of Events
March 15 - 27

Household Hazardous Waste Round -Up - Service Department daily
from 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. and Saturday 3/27 from 9:00 a.m. - noon.

March 24

Statewide Tornado Drill at 9:50 a.m.

Month of April

Computer Round-up Program - Service Department daily from
8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

April 6

Blood Drive - Mayfield Regional Library - 1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

April 21

CPR / AED Class - Fire Department from 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

April 24

Shred Day - Service Department from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

April 29

Highland Heights Seniors Spring Curbside Take-out Meal
from 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

May 8

Lions Club Annual Mother's Day Carnation Sale 9:00 a.m. - sold out

May 28

Highland Heights Seniors Spring Planter Party - 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

May 29

Baseball / Softball / T-ball Team Picture Day

May 31
May 31

Memorial Day - City Hall Offices Closed - No Rubbish Collection
Memorial Day Observance - Municipal Complex at 10:00 a.m.

June 1

Community Pool Opens - 12:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (weather permitting)

June 14 - 26

Household Hazardous Waste Round -Up - Service Department daily
from 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. and Saturday 6/26 from 9:00 a.m. - noon.

June 23

Music at the Gazebo - An Evening with Nick Costa - 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

July 5

Independence Day - City Hall Offices closed - No Rubbish Collection Delay

July 14

Music at the Gazebo - Funkology from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Month of August

Computer Round-up Program - Service Department daily from
8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

August 11

Music at the Gazebo - Light of 2 Moons from *6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
*Exact start time TBD*

September 11

Highland Heights Community Day & Parade

September 13 - 25

Household Hazardous Waste Round -Up - Service Department daily
8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. and Saturday 3/27 from 9:00 a.m. - noon.

October 23

Shred Day - Service Department from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

For detailed information regarding any of the events listed, please visit our website at
www.highlandhts.com or follow us on Facebook at City of Highland Heights, Ohio. There
may be additions to the calendar over the coming weeks and months as we continue to
move through the pandemic.
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your parties or meetings. Please call Sunni D Angelo at 440-461-2440, ext. 149 or e-mail sdangelo@highlandhts.com for more
information. You can also find more information on room rentals at www.highlandhts.com.
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SAVE THE DATES

Easter Bunny Drive Around Town
Saturday, March 27, 2021
Memorial Day Observance
Monday, May 31, 2021
Music at the Gazebo
Wednesday, June 15, 2021
An Evening with Nick Costa
7:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.
Highland Heights Community Day
Saturday, September 11, 2021

